
 

To:  
Registered Groups 
Districts 
District Fellows Regions 
cc 
Individual Members 
Affiliates and Associates 

27 February 2026 
 
 
 

Annual Gathering is back and now with VCamp PreCamp. 

Dear Members, 

We are delighted to invite you to Woodcraft Folk’s Annual Gathering and Annual 
Conference 2026. 

Annual Gathering is back, and this year it also incorporates Venturer Camp 
Pre-Camp. This is your opportunity to come together as a co-operative movement 
to debate, train, socialise and shape our shared future. 

The Woodcraft Folk is your organisation. You own it. You decide where we focus our 
time, what campaigns we lead, what issues we educate on, and how we grow as a 
movement. 

Dates and venue 

Venue: Biblins Youth Campsite, Ross-on-Wye HR9 6DX 

Friday 12th June 2026, arrivals from 5pm​
Saturday 13th June 2026​
Sunday 14th June 2026, departing after lunch 

Annual Conference, AGM: Saturday 13th June 2026 at 2pm 

Bookings must be made at: woodcraft.org.uk/events/ag26/  

All attendees must be individual members on 30th May 2026. Adult members must 
be fully paid up by that date. Young members under 16 will automatically become 
company members on completion of the booking form. 

A shuttle will be provided from the nearest train station. 

 
Woodcraft Folk is an educational, empowerment and advocacy movement for children and young 
people promoting children’s and human rights, equality, friendship, peace, environmental, economic 
& social justice and co-operation.  
Registered charity in England & Wales (1148195) & Scotland (SC039791). Registered non-profit 
company limited by guarantee (8133727) operating Woodcraft Folk Enterprise Ltd (13623421). 
Registered office: Holyoake House, Hanover Street, Manchester, M60 0AS 

https://woodcraft.org.uk/events/ag26/


What the weekend will include 

The event will bring together 3 key strands: 

1.​ Annual Conference, our formal AGM and constitutional decision making 
2.​ Annual Gathering, policy debates, training and development 
3.​ Venturer Camp 2026 Pre-Camp programming 

We particularly encourage attendance from members aged 16+, leaders, group and 
district volunteers, committee members and those who can take learning back into 
their groups and districts. 

The meeting will welcome motions and discussion topics, prioritising those from 
children and young people. Please work with your groups to ensure their voices are 
heard. 

Provisional programme 

Friday 12th June 

●​ Arrivals from midday 
●​ Welcome games 
●​ Campfire songs 
●​ Self service dinner from 7pm to 

9:30pm 

Saturday 13th June 

●​ Breakfast 
●​ Camp circle 
●​ Pre-Camp programming and 

workshops on motions and key 
topics 

●​ Lunch 
●​ 12 noon voting opens 
●​ 2 pm Annual Conference opens 
●​ Annual report and finances 

●​ Motions debates and votes 
●​ Announcement of election 

results 
●​ Workshops 
●​ Dinner 
●​ Ceilidh, music and socialising 

Sunday 14th June 

●​ Breakfast 
●​ Camp circle 
●​ Pre-Camp sessions and training 

for group leaders 
●​ Committee meetings and skills 

sharing 
●​ Departing circle 
●​ Lunch 
●​ Take down and departures by 

2pm 

Motions and democratic business 

The enclosed convening notice sets out all key deadlines for motions, amendments, 
nominations and delegate registration. We will circulate a draft agenda in April and 
confirm voting arrangements in due course. 

Elections to General Council and Standing Orders 
Committee 
 



This year we will once again be electing members to both General Council and 
Standing Orders Committee.  

General Council are the Trustees and Directors of the Woodcraft Folk. They provide 
strategic leadership and oversight of the organisation. We strongly encourage 
nominations that reflect the diversity of our membership, especially people of 
colour, women, transgender and non-binary people. 

We would particularly welcome individuals with experience or interest in financial 
planning, fundraising and communications, as well as safeguarding, legal and 
policy matters. 

If you are interested in finding out more, you are welcome to attend a General 
Council meeting as an observer. The next meeting will be at Cudham 
Environmental Activities Centre on Saturday 25th April 2026. For an informal chat 
about what it is like to serve, please email chair@woodcraft.org.uk. 

Nomination forms are available at woodcraft.org.uk/events/ag26  and must be 
submitted to nominations@woodcraft.org.uk by 12 noon on Saturday 9th May 2026. 

Training and Venturer Camp Pre-Camp 

Further information will be provided about training opportunities and Venturer 
Camp Pre-Camp that are happening as part of this year's Annual Gathering. 

What you need to do 

Right now​
Book in at Think about people in Woodcraft Folk who could make a contribution to 
General Council or Standing Orders Committee. Encourage them to stand. 

By 12 noon Friday 21st March​
Submit motions and discussion topics. 

By 12 noon Saturday 9th May​
Submit nomination forms. 

By 12 noon Saturday 30th May​
Ensure your group, district or DF region is registered and delegates are confirmed. 

Work with young people on our Aims, Principles & 
Programme 

Annual Gathering should be shaped by young people. We strongly encourage you 
to revisit our Aims, Principles & Programme with your group in advance of the 
event: Download them here: woodcraft.org.uk/events/ag26  

 

https://woodcraft.org.uk/ag2026
https://woodcraft.org.uk/events/ag26/
http://woodcraft.org.uk/events/ag26


Work together to ask: 

1.​ What do these aims mean to you today? 
2.​ What feels relevant, and what feels unclear? 
3.​ Are there sections that need updating to reflect how our groups run? 

There are sections about what we wear, what group nights look like, and how we 
describe our practice. Does this reflect what happens in your group? Should it be 
clearer or more up to date? 

If our movement evolves, our documents should evolve too. Annual Conference is 
the place to propose those changes. 

Key issues of the day 

Encourage young people to discuss the issues that matter most to them now, 
climate change, Palestine, votes at 16, anti racism, peace, inequality and other local 
or global concerns. 

Ask them: 

1.​ What should Woodcraft Folk prioritise this year? 
2.​ What campaigns should we lead or support? 
3.​ What education and resources should we develop? 

Support groups to draft statements or motions about what they believe and what 
action they want the organisation to take. Our Political Education Toolkit may help 
structure these discussions:​
woodcraft.org.uk/resources/political-education-toolkit/ 

Annual Gathering is our shared democratic moment. Please book your place, speak 
with your group, encourage nominations, submit motions and help us make this a 
vibrant, participative and forward looking event. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Biblins in June. 

Blue Skies. 
 
 
 
 
Lloyd Russell-Moyle​ ​ ​ ​ Eddie Moriarty 
General Secretary ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Chair of General Council 

 

https://woodcraft.org.uk/resources/political-education-toolkit/
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