
 

Making a tent… 

Tentmaking is a traditional camp craft skill that embodies our core educational 
principles and co-operative values.  'Woodcraft Folk' name itself came from skills 
of living close to nature and making tents gives a tangible way for young people 
to connect with the outdoors and learn self-sufficiency. The collective effort 
involved in tent-making reinforces foundational belief in cooperation, equality, 
and fellowship. 

It doesn’t have to be a full sized tent able to withstand hurricanes, and can involve 
some creative work to decorate, can be linked to den making or learning how a 
tent ‘works’ using old bed sheets or other reused or repurposed materials. 

Tents in the Archives 
When looking at Woodcraft Archives for ‘100 Objects’, it became clear the most 
popular archive was a model tent made by Joan Pover to demonstrate 
‘Wapenshaw’ and how a tent should be put up.  At our first residential we 
created our own tent displayed and used at Camp 100 Trailblazer Tent: 
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FH 062/ 12/ 011 Tent making instructions, Woodcraft Archives, Special Collections UCL 
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