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Storytelling in the Shadows...

Creative Play is a great way to explore understanding and tell a story - you'll find
scripts for play scripts in our archives and part of our 100 Objects from the 1930s..
Shadow puppetry is something that groups from age 6 to 16 will enjoy, and will
also work well with mixed age groups. It can be anything from a recreation of a
prepared script to more free, open play

Please send your memories, photos, artwork and stories to join our exhibition
to be part of our online exhibition and form part of the story of Woodcraft in our
Archives please share your experiences so we can represent all of Woodcraft!
These can be sent digitally or you can post it to us!

[Send us your stories]

Shadow puppetry

You may need to do a little planning before you start. Here's some tips:

e Shadows on sheets in sunlight works well (when it's sunny!) and no
material is needed except hands to make shadows.

e Preparing card puppets beforehand is useful both for making the
shadows you want and also a good opportunity for small groups to talk
about their story.

e Torches are good for both indoor and outdoor puppetry, and if you can
find an overhead projector, these offer a number of ways to cast shadows

e Think about where your audience will sit - shadow puppetry is a team
activity and great to encourage working together

e Sweet wrappers and scrap card are ideal for making puppets - you can
add hinges for moving parts. Willow rods can be good to attach puppets
to (or wooden skewers)

Send by email to Marcus Belben , send via our Google Form
or mail to ‘Wish you were Woodcraft, Woodcraft Folk, Manchester, M60 0AS

Marcus.Belben@woodcraft.org.uk 2025
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